
Virginia Literacy Foundation Names Literacy for Life’s Executive 

Director 2016 Nancy Jiranek Award Winner 

Joan Peterson receives award for exemplary nonprofit management.  

March 4th, 2016 WILLIAMSBURG, VA -- The Virginia Literacy Foundation named Joan 

Peterson the winner of the Nancy Jiranek Award. This award recognizes recipients who 

exemplify the best in nonprofit management through their contributions to the profession and 

field through their own programs, collaboration with other organizations, and the strong impact 

of their work on their clients and within the community.  

Joan has grown the adult literacy program at Literacy for Life in Williamsburg, VA from about 

370 learners to nearly 750 during her eight years with agency. She has tripled revenue through 

grants, donations, sponsorships, and special events, and provided the concept and developed 

the HEAL Program ®, a national award winning health literacy initiative for hospitals and 

medical offices. Additionally, under her leadership, Literacy for Life has established a new one-

to-one tutoring and mentoring initiative called “Destination Graduation,” partnering with high 

schools to support students who are at risk of not graduating, as well as working with another 

non-profit with a focus on Workplace Skills. Joan has elevated the profile of her organization 

with programming that is essential to meeting the challenges and demands of the 21st Century.  

### 

About the Virginia Literacy Foundation (VLF): VLF provides funding and technical support to 

private, volunteer literacy organizations throughout Virginia via challenge grants, training, and 

direct consultation. The community-based literacy organizations teach adults who read at or 

below basic literacy levels with one-on-one instruction and small group tutoring. The VLF also 

works in partnership with public and private organizations to improve literacy with individuals 

and in the workplace, and to provide professional development training and research-based 

promising practices for programs and staff. 

 
About Literacy for Life:  In 1975, the president and faculty members of the College of William 
& Mary, as well as concerned citizens, recognized the urgent need for an adult literacy program 
to develop reading and writing skills for College employees. Four years later, it became a United 
Way agency and opened the program to adult learners in the surrounding community. It is the 
only organization in the area that provides individualized, one-to-one and small group tutoring 
for adults in reading, writing and math skills as well as instruction in English for speakers of 
other languages. In 2015, Literacy for Life served approximately 750 adult learners, with the 
help of around 300 trained volunteers. 
 
For additional information about The Virginia Literacy Foundation, please visit 
www.virginialiteracy.org. For information about Literacy for Life, please visit literacyforlife.org or 
contact Deb Beach, dbeach@wm.edu or 757-221-1265. 
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