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2017 Nancy Jiranek Award 
 
Deborah Abbott, Executive Director 

Literacy Volunteers of America - Prince William, Inc. 

 

It is with sincere pleasure that I announce Deborah 

Abbott as the 10th recipient of the Nancy Jiranek 

Award for Outstanding Executive Director of a 

nonprofit adult literacy program in Virginia.  

 

Deborah, who is fondly known as Miss Debbie 

around LVA-PW, has worn many collaborative hats as program director and then 

executive director of not one, but two literacy organizations – LVA Prince William 

and BEACON. 

 

For more than 12 years, the Virginia Literacy Foundation observed Ms. Abbott’s 

contributions to the field of adult literacy and the students she serves: 

 

 She actively participated in the Northern Virginia Program Improvement 

initiative, demonstrating leadership, a “can-do” attitude, innovative 

planning, and a willingness to collaborate and partner with community 

programs. 

 

 Debbie served as secretary and treasurer to the Virginia Literacy 

Leadership Council (VLLC). She has been a true supporter and advocate 

for the conference.  

 

As LVA-PWs director, Deborah’s outstanding leadership qualities have resulted 

in a strengthening of her tutor and volunteer base. She has introduced innovative 

programs that teach basic literacy and help ESOL students with their reading, 

writing, computational, GED, and digital literacy skills.  
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This year, Debbie has committed her program to an ambitious agenda. LVA-PW 

will: 

 Provide workforce development classes to 120 adult learners 

 Train and certify 60 additional tutors 

 Enroll students in a writing class at Northern Virginia Community College 

to prepare them to pass the placement exam that has previously proved to 

be challenging  

 Partner with Marumsco Elementary School to provide instruction for more 

than 40 ESOL parents from a low-income neighborhood 

 Expand the use of social media to showcase program successes using 

images, short videos, and tutor and student input 

 

Debbie has received many awards for her great work including: 

 

 On June 26, 2013, the Hon. Gerald Connolly officially recognized the 

volunteers of LVA-PW by entering their names into the Congressional 

Record.  

 

 The program recently achieved the highest tier of grants awarded by the 

VLF, serving a minimum of 400 students and receiving a Tier 2 

competitive grant. 

 

 Dollar General awarding a substantial grant towards LVA-PWs innovative 

workforce development program to help adult learners achieve financial 

stability. 

 
On behalf of the Jiranek family, Ms. Abbotr's long list of accolades is about to 

lengthen. It is my honor to present the 2017 Nancy Jiranek Award for 

Outstanding Executive Director to her for her service to adult literacy in Virginia. 


